
 

 
 

 

Brussels, 17th March 2021 

 
 

EUROPE’S TRAVEL & TOURISM SECTOR WELCOMES DIGITAL GREEN CERTIFICATE PROPOSAL 
AND URGES PARALLEL EFFORT ON WIDER RESTART PLAN TO MAXIMISE BENEFIT 

 

Over 60 travel and tourism organisations express their support for the European Commission’s initiative 
and call to ensure swift implementation in time for summer 2021. 

The European Tourism Manifesto alliance, a group of more than 60 public and private travel and 
tourism organisations and the voice of the sector in Europe, strongly welcomes the European 
Commission’s proposal1 to introduce a common, interoperable and mutually-recognised Digital Green 
Certificate. This digital proof that a person has been vaccinated against COVID-19, has recovered from 
the virus, or has a negative test result will greatly facilitate safe free movement of citizens and restart 
of travel and tourism in the EU. 
 
Today, there are already a number of European countries that facilitate entry into their country if 
travellers can provide such proof. More countries are expected to follow as  vaccinations are rolled out 
and the health situation improves. EU coordination is thus vital to avoid a fragmented situation with 
27 different certificates covering testing, vaccination and immunity.  
 
The alliance urges the European Parliament and the Council to swiftly approve the Commission’s 
proposal, and for all Member States to ensure a speedy implementation. It also calls on the EU to work 
collaboratively with the World Health Organisation, OECD and other international bodies to come to a 
global solution for the digitisation of vaccination, testing and immunity records to facilitate 
international travel when the epidemiological situation allows. 
 
Europe’s travel and tourism sector is encouraged by the Commission’s proposal, but this initiative on 
its own will not be enough. The alliance reiterates the urgent need to develop a concrete EU roadmap, 
following a risk-based and data-driven approach, to identify the conditions and scenarios under which 
current travel restrictions could be loosened and lifted in a coordinated manner across the EU and 
beyond. The recent industry recommendations cover: 

• Creation of an EU Task Force in cooperation with the industry and social partners to restore 
travel and tourism 

• Coordination of travel restrictions and requirements 
• A harmonised EU framework for travel-related testing with sufficient affordable capacity 
• Coordinated reopening of tourism activities, for instance based on the EU Guidance for the 

progressive resumption of tourism services issued on 13th May 2020. 

Proving the urgency of the need for a common EU framework, a recent survey2 revealed a strong pent-
up demand among Europeans to resume travel with 54% aiming to take a trip before the end of July 
2021. Notably, 41% of respondents wish to travel to another European country. 
 
 
 

 
1 European Commission proposes a Digital Green Certificate, 17th March 2021 – link  
2 European Travel Commission (ETC), Monitoring Sentiment for Domestic and Intra-European Travel – Wave 5, February 
2021 in Germany, UK, France, Spain, Italy, Switzerland, Belgium, Netherlands, Poland and Austria - link 

https://tourismmanifesto.eu/europes-travel-tourism-sector-calls-on-eu-governments-to-chart-restart-plan-in-time-for-summer/
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_21_1181
https://etc-corporate.org/reports/monitoring-sentiment-for-domestic-and-intra-european-travel-wave-5/


 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
“The Digital Green Certificate proposal released today is a major step in the right direction. But time is 
of essence now. We need a clear plan outlining conditions and timing to prepare for the safe restart 
of travel and tourism in Europe to be ready for the critical summer season 2021! Europe should work 
on this together leaving no place for fragmentation and unilateral actions”, says Eduardo Santander, 
Chairman of the European Tourism Manifesto alliance and CEO of the European Travel Commission. 
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Note to editors 
 
The European Tourism Manifesto alliance gathers more than 60 European public and private 
organisations, covering the whole tourism value chain and beyond. The alliance calls on the European 
Union for action on key policy priorities for the tourism sector. For more information, please visit 
tourismmanifesto.eu.  
The Secretariat and Chairmanship of the alliance are currently held by the European Travel Commission 
(ETC). For any enquiries, please contact us via https://tourismmanifesto.eu/contact/.  
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