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PRESS RELEASE 
  

Europe’s tourism is back in business! But there are still too many 
unfounded travel restrictions in place 

Today marks an important day for Europe’s tourism: The majority of EU Member States have 
lifted travel and border restrictions with many European countries, allowing EU citizens to 
travel again and enjoy their holidays away from home.  

Brussels, 15 June 2020. ECTAA welcomes the launch by the Commission of a dedicated website 
www.reopen.europa.eu, which provides information on where and how EU citizens can travel and 
what they may expect at the destination. This will help them to confidently plan their European travel 
and holidays, while staying healthy and safe. 

But all is not perfect yet! There are still too many unfounded travel restrictions in place within Europe. 
ECTAA calls on all Member States to follow the recommendations of the European Commission for 
a coordinated lifting of internal border restrictions where there is sufficient convergence of the 
epidemiological situation and where necessary safety and precautionary means are in place.  

ECTAA also calls on EU Member States to follow the Commission’s proposed approach for starting 
to phase out restrictions from travel from/to non-EU countries as from 1 July.  

Said Pawel Niewiadomski, President of ECTAA: “All decisions should be done having the safety of 
travellers in mind. But blanket travel restrictions without regard to the epidemiological situations are 
unfounded and hamper the very fragile economic recovery of the tourism industry.”  

He added: “We call on Member States to quickly prepare the list of non-EU countries for which travel 
restrictions from/to could be lifted. Many popular holiday destinations around the Mediterranean Sea 
and elsewhere meet the Commission criteria and should be considered as a matter of priority.” 

   

* * * 

About ECTAA 

ECTAA represents some 70,000 travel agents and tour operators in Europe, which provide consultancy and 
sell transport, accommodation, leisure and other tourism services as well as combined products to leisure and 
business customers. 
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