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By Vasilis Kikilias,
Minister of
Hellenic Tourism
2022 is an amazing year for
Greek tourism.
Despite the multiple and successive crises we
have had to face this year, we have managed to
significantly upgrade our tourism product, open
new markets, promote new destinations and extend
the season, bringing in revenue that has strengthened
the national economy and supported the average Greek
family in the midst of a very difficult period and with an
equally difficult winter just around the corner.
At the Ministry of Tourism, starting last fall, we
drew up a strategic plan, which included a network of
actions, agreements and interventions. We followed
this plan step by step, and with quick reflexes, we readjusted it, in order to cope with each new difficulty
that arose. Our efforts paid off and the results – both in
arrivals and travel receipts – have justified our choices.
This year’s success story in tourism is by no means
due only to the policy of the Ministry of Tourism. The
Minister, no matter how capable he is, no matter how
decisive and well-intentioned he is, can’t achieve anything without the support and good cooperation of all
competent bodies. The game is only won when it’s a
team effort. Undoubtedly, therefore, this year’s success is the product of a collective effort. All of us contributed – the government, the Ministry of Tourism,
EOT, the travel agents, the hoteliers, the health care
professionals and the shopkeepers, down to the last
tourism worker, the receptionist, the cook, the waiter,
the lifeguard.
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Especially in the field of promoting our country
abroad, with the aim of attracting not just many but
also higher-spending travelers, the contribution of
travel agencies and fedHATTA was decisive. Excellent
work was done, the results of which are already visible.
We all continue together, united, to make every
possible effort for the further tourism development of
our country. The extension of the tourism season is
already a fact, and now our goal is 12-month tourism
with the highlighting and promotion of the mountain
and winter destinations of our country, beyond the sun
& sea concept.
I sincerely thank fedHATTA and its President Lysandros Tsilidis for the excellent cooperation and valuable
support. I wish good success in the work of the general
sssembly of the presidencies of the member associations of ECTAA.

Vasilis Kikilias,
Minister of Hellenic Tourism

Βy Apostolos Tzitzikostas,
Regional Governor
of Central Macedonia
It is a special honor for the
Region of Central Macedonia
to host and support this year
the General Assembly of the
pan-European representative
body of tourist offices ECTAA
here in Thessaloniki.

Orthodox church
of Saints Cyril
and Methodius

I would like to warmly thank the Hellenic Association of Tourist and Travel Agencies for the efforts
made to hold this General Assembly in Thessaloniki,
but also for the general overall cooperation we have
every year.

After the two difficult years of the pandemic, this
year is a special tourist year that started with very good
perspectives and as the data show, it will be a milestone year for the Greek tourism, which will surpass
even the most optimistic forecasts in terms of arrivals
and revenues.
Strong partnerships, such as the one with ECTAA
which represents 70,000 travel agencies across Europe
and is a strong link to this very large tourism market,
are a priority of our tourism strategy.
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Apostolos Tzitzikostas,
Regional Governor of Central Macedonia
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Βy Dimitris Fragkakis,
General Secretary
of G.N.T.O.
The Greek National Tourism
Organization has the pleasure
to host in Thessaloniki the
European Travel Agents & Tour
Operators Association annual
conference.

The European Travel Agents & Tour Operators
Association represents one of the G.N.T.O.’s most
powerful partners and our common goal is to establish
Greece as a spot of mind destination all year round.
Our country holds an extraordinary tourism product
which keeps evolving and I am confident that once
again, it will be of great success!
My best wishes for fruitful achievements on your
conference.
C

An important and prolific event where European
stakeholders meet.
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This conference is also a great opportunity to get
acquainted with Thessaloniki; a modern, effervescent
metropolis ideal for wonderful city breaks any time of
the year.
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In fact, this year’s campaign for city tourism and
long weekends focused mainly on Thessaloniki.
Greece is a top holiday destination for numerous Europeans and attracts millions of tourists every year.
The Greek National Tourism Organization aims
to promote our country’s brand name and demonstrate that it is an ideal spot during all the seasons of
the year. We work on marketing campaigns, we create
new trends, we promote sustainable tourism and we
invest in the authentic, unique experience a traveler may
live everywhere in our country, any time of the year.
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Dimitris Fragakis
Secretary General of the Greek National
Tourism Organization

Βy Angela Gerekou,
President of G.N.T.O.
For the Greek National Tourism
Organization, the country’s
national promotion portal in the
international community,

Despite the repeated international crises, in
Greece we have succeeded in highlighting a number of
less known Greek destinations and displaying the kaleidoscope of all of the experiences that the country
offers, every season of the year. That is partially thanks
to our excellent cooperation with the Greek and international community of agents.

FedHATTA (Federation of Hellenic Associations
of Tourist and Travel Agencies) is undoubtedly one
of the most important partners in promoting Greece
as a top of mind, attractive, sanitary safe destination,
with a diverse mainland, which offers authentic themed
tourism experiences all year round, while enhancing
the traditional “sun and sea” product.

A concerted effort has been made in recent years
to highlight the new, sustainable model of tourism development, adopted by our country. Adhering to the
principles of the green, blue and circular economy,
Greece aims to win the challenge of becoming a sustainable tourism destination.

The G.N.T.O. consistently recognizes the enormous contribution of the European and International Travel Agents and Tour Operators for their effective promotion of the Greek tourism product. In this
context, and in accordance with the main strategic
points of marketing and communication shots of the
G.N.T.O., one of our country’s basic promotion tools,
is the implementation of Co-advertising programs with
specialized Tour Operators and Travel Agencies. The
international credibility of these specific Organizations,
the high level of expertise and excellent knowledge of
markets and target groups makes them some of the
greatest allies of the Greek Hospitality Economy.
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Aristotelis Park,
Halkidiki

We are sure that FedHATTA and the european
and international family of Tour Operators and Travel
Agents will once again assist in the emergence of this
new era for our country.

Angela Gerekou,
President of the Greek National Tourism Organisation
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By Frank Oostdam,
President of ECTAA
It is with a real pleasure for
ECTAA to hold its next semiannual meeting inThessaloniki.

Therefore, despite the many challenges the travel industry is confronted to, I believe the period is
offering us many opportunities to present Greece as
a destination where holidaymakers can anticipate that
the unexpected might happen.

After 7 meetings in Greece since 1982, ECTAA
will be for the first time in this beautiful and vibrant city. While preparing the event with our colleagues from HATTA, we re-discovered an historical
place, with well-preserved remains from ancient times,
a booming cruise industry and a dynamic service industry. Being the hub of Northern Greece offers opportunities for travellers, both business and leisure.

Customers are eager to travel more responsibly,
more sustainably, to leave the beaten tracks and reconnect with culture and nature. Is this the result of
the COVID-pandemic or simply the awareness that we
have to adapt to new times, I don’t know but this is a
clear and strong trend that travel advisors are committed to transpose into business reality.

Whereas Athens and South Aegean archipelago
remain as the “traditional destinations’”, Greece
is so much more! Our role as travel advisors is to
guide them to new places, discover unknown gems, enjoy with both curiosity and respect and we have with
Greece a sea of possibilities. The initiative from the
Greek government to present Greece as a year-round
destination is in that respect very helpful.
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Panoramic View of the City

Frank Oostdam,
President of ECTAA
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Βy Eric Dresin,
Secretary General
of ECTAA
Few months ago, HATTA suggested to organise the ECTAA
fall event in Thessaloniki.
The Executive Board was right to accept the idea:
there could not be a better location to honour Greece
as ECTAA’s Preferred destination for 2022. The preparation period has been smoothly and efficiently managed by our local partners and it helped to set up one
the best ever agenda for such an event. We are sure
that the 50 participants coming from all over Europe
will enjoy the city, the social programme that will be
proposed.
This two-day event will be also an occasion to address some of the most important and urgent topics
faced by the industry at the moment. Sustainable tourism and more specifically CO² emission calculator standards will be examined carefully; the latter is indeed a
key element, in particular for corporate travel, to help
shaping offer describing the environmental impact of
a journey. Moreover, the delegates will take stock of
initiatives to overcome the shortage of skilled labour
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Halkidiki

force that is painfully experienced since the restart of
travel in spring 2022. Eventually, ECTAA will exchange
on the impact of the current energy crisis on the industry.
Once again, thanks to the excellent cooperation
with the Greek National Tourism Organisation and the
active support of HATTA, I am convinced that ECTAA
will hold an excellent event where qualitative debates
will take place in unforgettable surroundings.

Eric Dresin,
Secretary General of ECTAA
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Βy Paraskevi Patoulidou,

Vice Governor of the Metropolitan
Area of Thessaloniki,
President of Thessaloniki Tourism
Organisation

Dear visitors,

Let me introduce you to my
beautiful city, Thessaloniki.
Thessaloniki, the second largest city in Greece
and the capital city of the Region of Central Macedonia,
is like a “novel with many layers”. Any place you stand,
wherever you find yourself, when you bring a historic
memory to your mind, a story will appear before you in
Thessaloniki. A story worth remembering, preserving,
and promoting.
Thessaloniki is it’s people, our culture, our traditions.
Our history is reflected in it’s people. This is noticeable
from the first moment someone visits. It is not an impersonal city. It has character, personality, depth, and
warmth.

The slogan of the city describes who we are:
“Many stories, one heart.”
Before I welcome you to Thessaloniki, the city of
my heart, I urge you to visit our official portal
www.thessaloniki.travel in order to get the first taste
of our beautiful city.

Paraskevi Patoulidou
Vice Governor of the Metropolitan Area of Thessaloniki,
President of Thessaloniki Tourism Organisation

Aristotelous Square
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Seafront Area

Axios Delta National Park

The Rotunda of Galerius
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Panoramic View of the City
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Welcome to Thessaloniki

A Mediterranean
port with a
multicultural
history.

Thessaloniki is a historic port city and a
bustling modern metropolis. The capital of
Macedonia was established by Cassander,
its first king, and named after his wife, the
sister of Alexander the Great.

The White Tower

Thessaloniki Waterfront Area

T

he city’s 23 centuries of continuous existence were marked
by periods of great prosperity alternated with wartime and occupation. Thessaloniki was the most important city in the Byzantine Empire
-second only to Constantinople- and its
impressive early Christian and Byzantine
monuments have earned it an inscription
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on UNESCO’s World Heritage Site List.
People of various cultures, ethnic origins
and religions have settled in Thessaloniki
and helped shape its multicultural character. The second largest city in Greece
is today a thriving cultural, commercial
and educational hub in northern Greece.
Travel to Thessaloniki on the occasion

of major events such as the Thessaloniki International Fair in September, the
Thessaloniki International Film Festival
in November, and the Thessaloniki Book
Fair in May. Enjoy your stroll along Nea
Paralia (the seafront area); see the imposing White Tower, and pass by the ‘Umbrellas’-a famous modern sculpture by G.
Zongolopoulos.

Visit nearby museums and see monuments that date from the Hellenistic, Roman, Byzantine, and Ottoman times; wander in scenic neighbourhoods such as Ano
Poli and Ladadika.
Try the excellent local gastronomy,
relax in picturesque coffee shops and enjoy a night out in the city.
iG RE E C E T R AVE L

Galerius Arch

Welcome to Thessaloniki

Thessaloniki
by day

Explore Thessaloniki’s waterfront
area, follow the promenade that
stretches as far as the eye can see, relax or go jogging with the locals.
Stroll along the large walkway by
Nikis Avenue and the pedestrianised
Aristotelous Sq., relax in one of the
cafés along the way, enjoy a bicycle ride
with the family, and have your meal in a
bar or restaurant in Ladadika area.

An open air
UNESCO world
heritage site.

The biggest city in the Greek North
is a place with a vibrant atmosphere,
rich in history and culture. Choose it
as your next cultural city break and
enjoy the wealth of its historic sites.
Discover Thessaloniki’s Roman, early
Christian and Byzantine monuments as
you saunter in the city centre. Walk by
its 4km long Walls that date back to its
founding days (late 4th – early 3rd c.
BC). See the imposing Eptapyrgio fortress located NE at the highest point
of the city fortifications. Visit Rotunda (a domed Roman temple converted
in the early Christian years into Saint
George Church) and marvel at the 5th
c. outstanding gold and silver-coloured
early Byzantine mosaics. The churches
of Saint Demetrius and Saint David (LaiG RE E C E T R AVE L

tomou Monastery) are masterpieces
of early Christian art and architecture.
Nearby Vlatadon Monastery is an impressive building with Middle and Late
Byzantine period mosaics; the location
offers an amazing view over Thermaikos Gulf. Prophitis Ilias Church is
an impressive and elaborate construction built on Ano Poli in the late Byzantine period. The Holy Twelve Apostles
Church is also a Late Byzantine [14th
c.] edifice located on Olympou St., near
the city’s western Walls. Head downtown and visit the early Christian [5th
c.] Panagia Acheropoiitos Church on
Agia Sophia St., as well as nearby Saint
Sophia Church, a 7th c. domed basilica. Close to the Roman Forum you
will find the 11th c. Panagia Chalkeon
Church (a.k.a. the Red Church).

Go shopping in busy streets such as
Mitropoleos, Tsimiski, Ermou, Pavlou
Mela, Vogatsikou, and Proxenou Koromila. See the antique shop windows
in Bit Bazaar square, the hotspot of
the city’s thriving student community,
close to the Roman Forum.

inside traditional marketplaces such as
Modiano, Kapani (or Vlali), and Vatikioti.
Visit the exhibition that takes place
inside Thessaloniki’s landmark, the
White Tower, and museums such as
the Archaeological Museum, the Museum of Byzantine Culture, the Jewish Museum of Thessaloniki, the State
Museumof Contemporary Art, the
Photography Museum, the Goulandris
Natural History Museum, the Cinema
Museum, the Folk and Ethnographic
Museum, and the Teloglion Foundation
of Art, to name but a few.
The Roman, Byzantine and Ottoman monuments in the city centre
are also well worth visiting. The most
famous are the Palace of Galerius (late
3rd c.), the Octagon (a throne and audience hall), Eptapyrgion Fortress in
Ano Poli, and Trigoniou Tower located
in the eastern city walls.

Enjoy the scent of exotic spice flavours in shops selling fresh produce

Thessaloniki’s list of Byzantine monuments is a long one, so make the
most of your time in this open air UNESCO World Heritage Site.

Panoramic View of the City

iG RE E C E T R AVE L

Welcome to Thessaloniki

Thessaloniki
by night

When the sun sets, the city stays
awake and follows the lively rhythm of
the night. Enjoy your dinner time in the
city centre – visit Ladadika, Evosmos,
and Ano Poli areas.
Savour local scrumptious dishes in a
traditional taverna, ouzeri (type of tav-

erna where ouzo spirit is served with
mezedes - tasty fish or meat titbits), or
a rebetadiko (a restaurant where live
rebetiko music is played).

(12km off the city towards Macedonia International Airport). Enjoy a music, theatre or art performance in the
Thessaloniki Concert Hall.

Enjoy your drink and dance until the
wee hours in bars and clubs along Valaoritou St., in the harbour area, in Kalamaria, Toumpa, Kastra and Polichni.

Choose among the wide variety of
events, festivals, exhibitions, concerts
and various performances that take
place in the Thessaloniki International Fair premises and in other locations
such as Mylos multicultural centre.
In the summertime, make a point of

Those of you aged 25 and above can
visit the Thessaloniki Regency Casino

boarding one of karavakia (a water bus
service) and enjoy the city night views
in the cool of the evening.
Take your better half for a romantic evening walk by the sea, along Nea
Paralia, and watch a film in an open air
cinema under the starlit summer sky.
Drink in the amazing evening city
view from Ano Poli (Kastra area).
Enjoy your nights out in Thessaloniki!

Ladadika
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Ped et volum latecto rupidio nsedici quibustio. Quideseque abo. Ut quidest iassedit
parum cus si officit, odistiis elluptatur,Ilitisinciis eos susa corumqui nonsectio mi, verores
andusdae omnihicilit et volorer ferferemodi apit quo tendam as dis aut aut volorior.
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Welcome to the Region of
Central Macedonia
Stefani of Olympus

When the journey
is the destination
Do Something
GREAT
A destination with glorious history and
culture, with unique images, flavors and
treasures of nature.

R

unning waters and waterfalls in
green landscapes. Golden, sandy
beaches with crystal clear waters.
Rivers, lakes and unique wetlands. Cultivated areas, caves and imposing mountains with Olympus at the top,
the mountain of the 12 Gods.
A crossroads of civilizations, directly

Pozar’s Thermal Baths

connected with Byzantine civilization and
Alexander the Great. All this in a unique
combination that makes the Region of
Central Macedonia a special tourist destination of all seasons.
The beauty of the Region of Central
Macedonia unfolds in an area of 18,811
square kilometers and 7 Regional Units.

7 Regional Units...
1 magnificent
experience
#SunSea

Golden beaches shimmering under
the sun, crystal-clear waters enticing you
to dive in, trees caressing the sea and the
sound of the cicadas reminding you that
summer in Central Macedonia can never
fail to relax you on the shore or gift you
new experiences beside the sea.
#CityBreak

Easy to reach from any part of Greece
or abroad, the Region of Central Macedonia boasts ideal hidden gems to discover for a City Break at any time of the year.
From dawn till dusk you can combine a
iG RE E C E T R AVE L

journey into history and culture with a
great night life and shopping in a destination bursting with tradition, contemporary life and a sense of security.
#Gastronomy

Savoury and sweet flavours to take
you back in time, indeed a cultural heritage all of their own. A unique mixture
of aromas to awaken the senses through
the ages. Time-honoured recipes handed down from generation to generation,
wrapped in pride and love. Macedonian
cuisine can only be compared with the
strongest of authentic, culinary experiences you remember as a child...
#History Culture Pilgrimages

At a crossroads of cultures and history,
in the Region of Central Macedonia, you’ll
think you’ve entered a time machine, aliG RE E C E T R AVE L

Welcome to the Region of Central Macedonia

lowing you to be transported to another
era. Each time you visit an archaeological
site, a museum appears before you or you
take part in a local event. You’ll be following in the steps of the Apostle Paul and
you’ll live the authentic and quite unique
experience that only a pilgrim on Mount
Athos can have.
#Natureactivities

Close your eyes and just picture lushgreen slopes, gushing waters, places of
wild natural beauty, caves, forests and
gorges. Arriving in Central Macedonia you
can live all that and become at one with
nature, engaging in all kinds of activities

Saint Dionysius Monastery
Mountain of Athos

there. From hiking and bird watching to
rock climbing, rafting and skiing, the area
gives you what you want and when you
want it. All you need is your luggage: Go
for it! Go for an adventure!
#CongressesEvents

With dozens of conference centres,
hotels and high-quality venues, together
with its long experience in the hospitality
sector, the Region of Central Macedonia
is a popular and well-organized environment to host such functions.
Also on the ‘plus’ side are its very frequent
and always evolving flight connections.

Central Macedonia
and its magnificent
mountainous
character...

Central Macedonia with its magnificent mountainous character...having, as it
does, Greece’s highest mountain, Olympus. And together with that of Western
Pieria in Pieria, there are also: Vermion in Imathia, Athos and Cholomondas
in Chalkidiki, Chortiatis and Vertiskos in
Thessaloniki, Kerdylliia range in Thessaloniki and Serres, the Vrontou range in
Serres, the mountain range of Kerkini or
Belles in Kilkis and Serres and Voras, Pinvo, Tzena in Pella and Paiko in Pella and
Kilkis.
And the endless plateaus... formed between the massifs,
with its rivers, such as Aliakmonas, Axios, Gallikos as well as Loudias and Strymonas.
its marvellous lakes, Such as Vegoritida,
Doirani and the artificial lakes of Kerkini
and Agra, as well as Koroneia and Volvi in
the area of Thessaloniki
And its famous and well-hidden emerald shores
in Thessaloniki, Pieria and Chalkidiki,
comprising landscapes of marked variety
and a large number of protected areas,
source of life, richness and abundance, a
magnet for environmental and alternative
tourism.

One destination,
four seasons.

WINTER with its low temperatures, high
rainfall, and snowfall which lasts 3.5 to 4
months from the end of November until
early April, is perfect for alpine sports.
SPRING with a riot of colours, smells
and nature at its ‘Sunday best’, it makes
iG RE E C E T R AVE L

for a dream of a backcloth.
SUMMER sun-soaked and cool, with little local rainfall and temperatures making
it the ideal place for summer holidays..
AUTUMN for the well initiated who want
to get to know the alternative side of
Central Macedonia.

The Region of Central Macedonia
in numbers:
29 Places of Community Importance
17 Special Protection Zones
3 National Parks (The Axios Delta Loudias
- Aliakmonas, Koroneia and Volvi lakes And
Lake Kerkini) 1 National Park (Olympus)

4 Protected Monuments of Nature
(Thicket of oak and flowering ash at Mouries, the beech forest at Pefkoto Pella, the
mixed forest of Promachoi-Lykostomo
Aridaia and the Sfagnonas in the forest of
Lailia, Serres)

3 Wetlands of international importance (RAMSAR) (Koroneia-Volvi lakes,
Axios-Aliakmonas Delta, Lake Kerkini)

2 Biogenetic reserves (Natural monuments of the mixed forest of Almopia Aridaia and the Olympus National Park (core)

1 Biosphere reserve (Olympus National
Park)

17 UNESCO World Heritage Sitesthe 15 paleochristian and Byzantine monuments of Thessaloniki - the archaeological site of Aigai(Vergina, Imathia) - Mount
Athos

23 Traditional Settlements
iG RE E C E T R AVE L

Welcome to the Region of Central Macedonia

MAIN TOWNS
Distance from the International Airport
“MACEDONIA” of Thessaloniki
• VERIA: 101 km
• EDESSA: 109 km
• KATERINI: 98,6 km
• KILKIS: 67,1 km
• POLYGYROS: 51,9 km
• SERRES: 103 km
• THESSALONIKI: 16,5 km

Olympus:

The “biosphere reserve”
Olympus, Greece’s highest mountain
and known the world over in Greek
Mythology as the ‘home of the twelve
ancient gods’.
The first area where 50 years ago a special
protection status was applied to Greece
with it being named as a National Park
in 1938. The significance of the Park has
been recognised not only in Greece but
also in Europe and worldwide. In 1981
UNESCO declared Mount Olympus a
Biosphere reserve’. The European Union
has included Mount Olympus among the
‘Important bird areas of Europe’.

Airports
The airport of Thessaloniki, the International Airport ‘Macedonia’ is one of the
busiest airports in Greece, as well as being one of the most modern. This airport
is a hub in the Region of Central Macedonia for visitors from the rest of Greece
and abroad.
The airport is 13 km south-east of Thessaloniki in the area known as ‘Mikra’. Visitors can travel in comfort and safety to
and from the Region, whether that be for
work or pleasure.
With its extended check-in areas, departure gates, new luggage management
safety systems, hyper-modern shopping
spaces and modern interior and exterior
design, Macedonia Airport presents all
the most modern standards and raises the
traveller’s experience, making it now a
contemporary gateway to the area.
www.skg-airport.gr
Ports
The port of Thessaloniki
The port of Thessaloniki is one of the largest ports in the country and one of the
largest in the Aegean basin. The port is
principally for container traffic, being the

second largest port after Piraeus, while it
also caters for a small scale of passenger
movement heading for the Sporades islands. The Port of Thessaloniki also serves
as a dock for cruise ships.

container ships are moored there. Also,
Nea Moudania has the largest fish auction
(ichthyoskala) of Northern Greece. On
occasions the port has had ferry connections with Skiathos and Limnos.

The port of Ouranopoli
Ferries run on a regular basis from the
port of Ouranoupoli to and from Mount
Athos and the nearby island of Drenia.

The port of Trypiti
A ferry service runs from the port of
Trypiti to the island of Ammouliani.

The port of Ierissos
Ierissos port has regular sailing times towards the eastern part of Mount Athos,
while also being a harbour for mooring
excursion vessels as well as small and
large fishing trawlers.

Road routes
The Region of Central Macedonia borders with the Balkans which makes it
the main road and rail gateway into the
country. Crossing the region is the Patras-Athens-Thessaloniki-Evzones motorway (PATHE), as well as the Egnatia Odos.
These motorways, together with their
vertical axes, link the Region and all of
Greece with the neighbouring countries.

The port of Dafni, Mount Athos
This is the largest port of Mount Athos
and serves the ferries to and from Ouranoupoli.
The port of Neos Marmaras
The port of Neos Marmaras provides
mooring for private and professional pleasure craft.
The port of Nea Moudania
The port of Nea Moudania operates as
a service port to Thessaloniki and many

Border stations
The region of Central Macedonia is linked
with two neighbouring countries, North
Macedonia and Bulgaria, through three
border stations. Two of the three stations
are in the Regional Unit of Kilkis (Doirani
and Evzonoi), while the third is in the Regional Unit of Serres (Promachonas).

Mount Olympus
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Panoramic View of the City

Thessaloniki Many stories, one heart

Thessaloniki.
Many stories,
one heart.

A city with a cosmopolitan character,
renowned for its vibrant culture and nightlife, home of the Thessaloniki Film Festival,
known as the gastronomic capital of
Greece and voted as one of the top
tourist destinations in the world,
Thessaloniki is worth visiting any time of
the year. It lies in Northern Greece and is
the second largest Greek city after Athens.

E

legant and refined, the Greek
“Lady of the North” is an open-air
museum with 15 UNESCO monuments, full of delicious foods,
amazing history, and breathtaking coastlines. The northern port city of Greece is
the ideal city-break destination for tourists of all tastes.
With its stunning Byzantine landmarks and ancient structures, Thessaloniki is a modern-day time capsule that
takes all its visitors back to medieval times,

with very well-preserved pieces of history
scattered all over its classic yet modern
terrain. Thessaloniki is one of the most
multicultural cities: with signs of multiple
cultures and a history that involves Greek,
Ottoman, Jew, and others, it manages to
charm visitors from all walks of life.
No matter your religion, cultural background, or mother tongue, you’re guaranteed to find a piece of your soul in Thessaloniki’s diverse monuments and global
pieces of history. The most heartwarming

Aerial view of Aristotelous Square and the City of Thessaloniki
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aspect of Thessaloniki’s culture is how
welcoming and accepting its residents are
to visitors and tourists worldwide! This
hospitality comes from tourism being a
significant part of the city’s economy to
the point where the locals have been born
and raised to show everyone from around
the world the true beauty of Thessaloniki.

Thessaloniki has been characterized
as the gastronomic capital of Greece
and it is the only Greek city designated
a UNESCO Creative City for Gastronomy. Local gastronomy has evolved over
the centuries since the area has always
been a crossroad of different cultures.
The authentic flavors take off thanks to

the fresh ingredients from the fertile land
and rich sea, all locally sourced and in season, blessed by a Mediterranean climate.
Recipes of people of different origins that
have lived in the city, for longer or shorter times, were mixed with the local ones
creating a very interesting combination of
flavors.
Even if you have visited it in the past,
its promenade is a pole of attraction and
experiences. Even the Thessalonians
themselves admit it. “No sunrise, no sunset is the same in Thermaikos Gulf”.
Ascending towards Ano Poli, a different
aspect of Thessaloniki is being revealed
in front of you. The fortifications for the
city’s defense that dominate the scenery,
will take your breath away. Colored hous-

es and stone alleys compose a backdrop
that will make you feel like you’ve traveled back to another era.
And then it’s the Old Ladadika. This
is where the cobbled streets teem with
lively tavernas, colorful buildings, cafes,
bars, and restaurants. From the simplest
tavern to the most luxurious restaurant,
food is made with a heart to give joy and
pleasure. Natural ingredients, delicious
dishes, recipes, and little secrets of taste
bring people together around the big table of friends.
Not to mention Thessaloniki’s creme
de la creme: Short-distance getaways
that change the scenery.
Choose among the “Potamos”, the “Fanari“,

Church of Aghios (St.) Demetrious

Ladadika

Lyon of Amfipolis

Thessaloniki Night Life

Golden shrine of Philip II
Vergina Museum
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the “Agelaradiko “, the “Aggelochori “, the
“Aghia Triada”, the “Baxe” or the “beach
of Perea“. In the dozens of taverns, literally on the sea, you can enjoy fresh seafood and traditional dishes accompanied
by excellent local wine and raki made by
local producers in the traditional way,
born and transferred from generation to
generation.
In the southeast of Thessaloniki, Halkidiki, with the characteristic shape of the
three peninsulas, the golden beaches,
the hidden secluded coves and the exotic bays, the reviving Mediterranean light,
and the pristine nature invites you to truly
discover a place of dreams.
The Koroneia and Volvi National
Park together with the Axios Delta National Park offers excellent opportunities
for walking, observation, bird watching,
photography, or just an escape from the
hustle and bustle of the city that can be
combined with religious tourism and his-

Kalamaria
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torical search of the course of Macedonia
in time.
In the lagoon of Kalochori, the spectacle of pink flamingos’ surprises while in
the Delta of the Gallikos river the refuge
of the imposing water buffalo impresses
every visitor.
Thessaloniki is a city that has many
stories to tell. Modern and old stories
with roots that are lost in the depths of
the centuries.
Keep your eyes and ears open to see
and hear them all. But mainly keep your
soul open to feel the value of the people
of the city.
They are the ones who make your experiences unforgettable.
Thessaloniki.
Many Stories-One Heart!

Welcome to Halkidiki

Beach at Ammouliani1 island

Halkidiki.
You’ve been
here in your
dreams...

They say that
nowhere in Greece
can boast beaches
like those of Halkidiki.
Mount Athos, Holy Monastery Grigoriou

T

he region has the perfect combination
of that distinctive Greek light, unspoiled
landscapes, colours and fragrances. And
the glorious natural setting is complemented by the rich culinary fare of the region and
the living religious traditions of its people, manifested in a host of feast days and other ceremonies
and rituals.
This is a place where all your senses will come
to life, whether on the endless expanses of sand
of the fashionable, cosmopolitan beaches, or in
the intimacy of the many secluded bays and coves.
The scent of the pine trees and the salt brine
of the sea combine to relax the body and spirit,
leaving you at peace to enjoy the grandeur of the
regions famed sunrises and sunsets.

Arnea village, Central Halkidiki

Halkidiki is a four season destination, always
ready to be explored and be loved with all senses.

The Region of Halkidiki
in numbers:

Glarokavos beach, Pefkochori

Porto Koufo

96

Blue Flags

12

iG RE E C E T R AVE L

regions protected by
NATURA convention

550

K1 Coastline

2.886

sq. meters

Nea Paralia
Seafront Area, Port of Thessaloniki
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Do something GREAT.

November 2022

The Statue of
Alexander The Great

ECTAA Preferred Destination 2022

